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The reality
of summer
feeding

is amongst the rye grass that determines the

Trevor Cook

kgDM) feed. Growing lambs and calves need

quality.
So given these factors what can be done to
overcome some of the limitations? Lactating
cows need 12+ megajoules metabolisable
energy per kg of dry matter (MJME/
12+MJME/kgDM feed to grow quickly - most

Well, the Christmas parade
crept up on us this year …
We decided Willy Wonka was
our theme and set-to making
candy canes, lollipops and
toadstools.

Summer is when there are
many feeding priorities, from
lactating cows to growing
ewe lambs. Feeding priorities
implies the need for quality,
because high performance can
only be achieved if animals are
consuming high quality feed.

summer rye grass dominated pastures cannot

I had conned 13 children to dress up as

Much of our pastures are dominated by rye

why summer crops are grown. But when faced

Oompa Loompas, as well as some adults

grass, so meeting that quality requirement

with the need to offer quality, and having only

to play the parts of Willy Wonka and his

in the summer can be a big challenge. For

regular summer pasture on hand, the only tool

rye grass to be of high quality it needs to be

is to give animals choice … even in pasture

mostly green leaf and have minimal stem

that on average has overall 10MJME /kgDM,

and/or dead bits. This means that it is not in

animals will seek out and consume a diet that

Oompa Loompas really made our float.

a reproductive state. As well as the leaves

is substantially higher than that. Of course that

We were thrilled to win “Best Business

needing to be young the plant needs to be

will not last long, so frequency of shifting is

young, and add to that it’s need to be cool, it

vital to overcoming pasture quality shortfalls.

can be very difficult to meet these rye grass

Consequently having some animals with a low

quality KPI’s in the summer. More often than

demand for high quality to follow behind is

not it is actually the amount of clover that

handy.

side-kicks! I was doubtful as to how it was
all going to come together, however the

Float” as well as “Best Christmas Theme”.
Mental note to self … don’t paint kids
with non-toxic paper paint, it doesn’t come

deliver feed of this quality. Even ewes that
need to put on a condition score can only do
that on 10.5MJME/kgDM pastures and often
summer hill country pastures cannot deliver
that.
We can reduce the impact of the above
summer pasture issues by providing quality
feed through another forage, hence the reason

off very well!
PALMERSTON NORTH 06 356 5011

|

FEILDING 06 323 6161

|

TAUMARUNUI 07 895 8899

| www.totallyvets.co.nz

Totally Vets current stock health
Sheep & Beef
The weather of the past year has been kind
and the future looks bright in terms of stock
finishing, production and reproduction.

used for prevention and also in the face of a
Salmonellosis outbreak.
Historically, Barbers Pole Worm is generally
not a threat until late summer/early autumn
but we have already had an outbreak in early

Salmonellosis outbreaks have come a little

December. Pasture larval challenges are likely

earlier than expected in the ewes this year …

to be high (from all worms!) due to the mild

remember that Salvexin® + B vaccine can be

winter/spring of 2013 so ensure you have an

7 Questions

of dirt next to my parents farm
in Hunterville before a funny
economy, the sale of the lease
block, and a few aches and pains
gave me incentive to pursue a
career down an agricultural path
where my interests have always
lain.

1. On what date is Buck Shelford speaking
at Taumarunui Cosmopolitan Club in
Taumarunui?
2. Faceguard™, the new zinc bolus for facial
excema prevention, has a duration of action of
how many weeks?
3. What are three key things you can do to help

I grew up on a sheep, beef, pig and deer farm

maintain milk quality in later lactation?

in Hunterville and love everything about
4. Name three signs that would alert you to a

farming. Until recently we ran a 100 sow

possible mastitis problem in your herd?

piggery and the family had a butcher shop
in Hunterville and one in Taupo so growing

5. What are the names of the two recently

animal produce has always been in the blood.

employed new staff members at Totally Vets
and what are their roles?

I have a couple of good mates who are dairy
farmers and I would always give them stick

6. Name three clinical signs that you might see

about getting up early to milk the cows but

in your animals if they were suffering from
ryegrass staggers?
7. To achieve great reproductive performance
in your flock what is the target weight range
AND body condition hoggets should be at for
mating?

1. Monday 3rd March
2. Six weeks
3.Monitor BMSCC, early detection
and treatment of clinical
mastitis, staged and targeted
dry off of high ISCC cows
4. Sudden rise or spike in BMSCC,
clots on the milk filter, cases of

clinical mastitis
5. Debbi Ritchie in human
resources, Juan Klue as
production animal veterinarian
6. Altered gait, head tremors,
convulsions, decreased growth
rate, decreased production
7. 40-50kg and BCS of 3

Totally Vets prints Vet Notes on paper using FSC certified mixed source
pulp from Well Managed forests and other controlled sources.The paper is
produced under an environmental management system ISO 14001.
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Introducing
Juan…
Hello my name is Juan Klue and
I am a recent large animal vet
addition to the Totally Vets team.
This is a profile so please forgive
all the I’s and don’t let the name
throw you, I’m not Spanish but a
100% Kiwi!

the fact is, dairy is king! Since the beginning
of my studies I have developed a surprising
interest in all things dairy and enjoy working
with dairy cows for which my mates now give
me stick. I also enjoy working and talking the
talk with farmers.
Outside of work I enjoy fishing, white baiting,
paua and crayfish diving, duck and possum
hunting, eeling with the kids and watching the
rugby especially the AB’s. Don’t expect to see
me the first weekend in May as I’ll be in a
maimai with mates wearing my swanny and
covered in camo paint.
I am married to Kirsty whom I met on my

I am a late entrant into the
vet profession. I am a qualified
carpenter and was a builder for
10 plus years and leased a bit

seven year OE and we have a couple of kids;
Jett, almost six and Téa, almost three. We also
have a retail shop in Feilding where we reside.
Cheers

effective worm control strategy in place. A

those hot summer days. Finally, remember to

stock in general! If they are not achieving

drench resistance test can tell you whether

order your Toxovax® and that ram palpations

target weights then stop and consider why ...

your current drench is effective and also

are now due!

help you make informative decisions about
sustainable worm control. Talk to your Totally
Vets veterinarian if you have any questions or
would like a tailored parasite control program
put in place for your property.

Dairy
If you haven’t already, then plan and book
your pregnancy testing dates now! Ensure that

Persistently high somatic cell count (SCC)
cows need to be identified for treatment
and early dry-off. If your bulk SCC is above
300,000 it is likely that this will even rise
further as production drops off later in
lactation.

Also, keep up with your fly strike prevention in

your Leptospirosis vaccinations are up to date

the lambs and consider a long acting product

particularly in the young stock. Speaking of

Finally, plan your facial eczema prevention

such as Clik® to minimise extra musterings on

which, remember to not forget about the young

strategy BEFORE spore counts begin to rise!

living and working in Wellington,
Bradley and his partner Stacey
live in Palmerston North with
their three children Taylor-Rose,
Olly and Seth. Danielle is living
and working in Christchurch and
Nicholas lives with us at home in
Palmerston North.
We have two pets, Toby a two year old
labrador/poodle cross who is full of noise and
mischief, and Sea Biscuit the cat who is three
years old and spends her time trying to keep
out of Toby’s reach.
I have worked in a variety of organisations, in
human resources positions for over 20 years
and I enjoy meeting new people and being

The Steinlager
Totally Vets
Classic Golf
Tournament
Tuesday 18th April 2014

able to use my knowledge to help people. I

This year’s Steinlager Totally Vets annual golf

Introducing
Debbi…

have recently been working in Wellington as

competition will once again be played at the

a Senior Human Resources Advisor with the

FEILDING GOLF CLUB on Waughs Road.

service to the Wellington and Wairarapa

Hi my name is Debbi Ritchie
and I have just joined the team
at Totally Vets as the Human
Resources Manager and I am
based in Feilding.

By stacked we mean that all the teams will be

areas. Prior to that I was working at the meat

made up as equally as possible, so it is a great

processing plant CMP Rangitikei in Marton,

opportunity for non-golfers to mix with so

which was an exciting industry to be part of.

called good ones! There is also a 9-hole option

I was born in Wanganui and grew
up in Marton and I have lived in
Palmerston North for the last
25 years. I am married to Neil
and we have four children, three
sons and one daughter. Chris is

PALMERSTON NORTH 06 356 5011

|

Wellington Free Ambulance, which is a not for
profit organisation providing a free ambulance

Outside of work my family is involved in
motorcycle racing, with my husband Neil

We will be having a stacked mixed ambrose
team competition starting at 11:00am sharp.

available for clients who have to get away
earlier for work commitments.

providing commentaries at motorcycling

We thank Steinlager as our major sponsor

events around New Zealand while I help out

again this year and their very fine product will

with administration. In my spare time I enjoy

be available for you to sample and of course

sewing and quilting projects and I enjoy

the BBQ will be operating over the course of

spending time in the kitchen baking.

the day. So … put this day on your calendar
now for a guaranteed great time! Get your

I am looking forward to getting to know the

entry form filled in at any one of our branches.

team at Totally Vets.

Look forward to seeing you there …

FEILDING 06 323 6161

|

TAUMARUNUI 07 895 8899
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Gossip
Our production animal technician
Kylee Webb and her partner Dax
Harris had the most amazing
Christmas present this year
… Their daughter Lily Rose
was born on Christmas Day at
12:30pm, weighing 6lb13oz, and
if you go by the speedy journey to
the hospital, she was very eager
to join the world! Congratulations
Kylee and Dax, we know you will
love the wonderful journey of
parenthood.
Natasha Kirk joined our small animal hospital
last month, as a Vet Nurse. Natasha was one
of the UCOL vet nurse students we hosted this
year and it is fantastic to have her join the
team as a fully qualified vet nurse. Welcome to
the team Natasha!
In January, we farewelled Aimee Perrett
and Margaret Leyland. Both are crazy and

Ryan Carr

weather conditions and the FE history of your
farm will indicate when it is time to start.
There are several common and practical
methods of Zinc dosing including:
In-line water treatment with zinc sulphate
and/or zinc oxide in feed. Zinc dosing via

It is time to start thinking about
facial eczema (FE) again. You’re
probably all too familiar with
FE (thank your lucky stars and
quickly touch wood if you aren’t)
but let’s have a quick recap!

water or in feed needs to be built up over a

FE is a disease caused by toxins produced by

required daily dose regardless of how much

fungi and can have a devastating effect on

they eat or drink. They are especially good

stock. These fungi grow in dead plant material

for stock on run-offs, lifestyle blocks and

at the base of pasture. Fungi grows when it

farms without an in-line dispenser or feed out

is warm and wet and hence we see FE in the

systems. A new zinc capsule on the market

mid-to-late summer and autumn. When stock

Face-Guard™, which uses elemental zinc,

eat pasture with high levels of fungi they

provides cattle with six weeks of protection

ingest the fungal toxins which damage the liver.

and allows animals from 90kg right up to

When the liver is damaged it can not break

660kg to be treated to weight. If required a

down other toxins and the chemicals in grass

second round of Face-Guard™ capsules can be

that react with light. Instead these toxins and

put in at half the original dose to give a further

chemicals spread through the body. This leads

four weeks protection, giving cattle very

Our Aunty Di (Diane White), who organises

to photosensitivity of the skin, significant

reliable protection for a total of 10 weeks. If

all the building maintenance in Feilding,

losses in milk production, reproduction, body

you are unfamiliar with the administration of

is recovering well from much needed knee

condition, and growth rates.

capsules talk to us as we can send someone

incredibly inspiring sports people … we will
miss Margaret’s accounts of her mountain
bike successes and tumbles, as well as Aimee’s
Ironman journeys. We wish them all the very
best with their new directions. Conversely we
welcome Debbi Ritchie, who replaces Aimee
as Human Resources Manager - Debbi’s
profile can be read on page 3.
We are also delighted to welcome new
graduate veterinarian Juan Klue who joins the
Manawatu production animal team this month.
Juan is a true local and lives in Feilding with
his wife Kirsty, and their two children Jett
and Téa - see Juan’s profile on page 2. Many
of you will recognise Juan as he has spent
many of his practical work weeks with Totally
Vets during his five years of veterinary studies.
It’s great to have you on board Juan!

surgery in January. After time off we are sure
she will return to her super-efficient self and be

Prevention is key and zinc dosing is integral

two week period. Specific dose rates vary on
a case-by-case basis so talk to your vet if you
need help working this out.
Long acting slow release zinc capsules.
These are a very effective form of zinc
treatment as every animal is sure to get its

out to demonstrate or even do the job for you.

to this. Zinc binds the fungal toxins and

Finally, fungicide sprays can be used to prevent

prevents them affecting the liver. Zinc dosing

fungal growth but must be applied before

Finally, Ginny Dodunski and family have

needs to start BEFORE large amounts of

the spore count rises. They have no effect on

made the move north and are settling well into

fungi have built up on pasture but how do we

already dangerous pasture. Sprayed pastures

Taumarunui. A true asset to Totally Vets, Ginny

know when this is? At Totally Vets we monitor

remain safe for eight weeks but the spray must

completes our fantastic northern team.

spore counts around the region. The combined

be re-applied after heavy rain.

whizzing around the clinic as never before.
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It’s Facial
Eczema time
again!

information of rising spore counts, recent

Ryegrass
Staggers
Mark Eames

“Ryegrass staggers” and “grass
staggers” are not the same thing.
Grass staggers is caused by
magnesium deficiency and seen
mainly in dairy cows, whereas
ryegrass staggers is a nervous
disorder caused by a fungal toxin
of perennial ryegrass. Ryegrass
staggers affects sheep, cattle,
horses, deer and llamas/alpacas.

are disturbed or forced to move. Mild cases

If possible, remove animals from affected

Ryegrass staggers is common throughout

show fine tremors of the head and nodding

pasture. If safe pasture is not available,

New Zealand in the summer and autumn,

movements while more severe cases have a

consider locking in yards and feeding a good

when conditions are ideal for the growth of

stiff-legged gait, short prancing steps and

quality supplement with fresh clean water

the endophytic fungus Neotyphodium lolii.

ultimately collapse with rigid spasms that can

This fungus produces toxins which affect the
brain and cause nervous signs. The fungus

last a few minutes.

available. Be aware that infected ryegrass will
produce toxic hay. If ryegrass staggers is an
annual occurrence consider planting safe crops

is beneficial to the plant as it provides

The disease itself does not cause death, but

or renewing pasture with an endophyte-safe

protection from insects. Modern “endophyte-

there is a very real risk of injury or death as a

variety.

safe” ryegrass seed contains an endophyte

result of accidents. Affected animals may not

strain which does not cause staggers but still

Unfortunately there is no scientifically proven

do as well due to less time eating and may get

antidote or “anti-toxin” as such. However,

dehydrated due to drinking less water. Dairy

there are toxin binding products on the

Clinical signs develop gradually over a few

cows may produce less milk, become distressed

market, contact the Totally Vets team for more

days and are most obvious when animals

when herded and go down in the shed.

information.

protects the plant.

Put yourself in
my hooves!

Recommended race widths
Herd size (cows)
<120
120-250
250-350
350-450

Leisa Norris

>450

Now is often a good time of
year to be thinking about track
maintenance and possible redesign of races on your dairy
farm. Although only one possible
cause of lame cows, races are an
integral part in the equation.

Race width (m)
5.0
5.5
6.0
6.5
Varies with the split of
the herd

gravel. To check if a material is soft enough
to use on the surface layer, grind a small rock
into concrete with the heel of your gumboot,
it should shatter easily. If in doubt seek
expert advice as the “best” material may vary
between regions of the country.
Pay particular attention to the area closest

Tracks should maximise cow flow. Avoid

(300-500 meters) to the cowshed. Stones

sharp angles and turns as this will cause

tracked onto the concrete cause sole punctures

bottlenecks leading to pushing, misplaced feet

and bruising hence the track material

and lameness. Wet, boggy areas also disrupt
flow so ensure tracks are adequately drained.
Fix pot-holes early, remove adjacent hedges
or keep them well trimmed to avoid shading of

immediately before the concrete should be soft
and easily crushable. A nib wall and/or rubber
matting at the transition can be useful to
minimise the amount of rock carried onto the
yard, and ensure yards are hosed regularly to

KEY POINTS ARE:

the track which stops it from drying out.

Races should be wide enough to allow good

Use appropriate material(s) for resurfacing

Other tips to aid preservation of track integrity

cow flow and free movement. Gateways

tracks. Use fine, non-abrasive or easily

include avoiding use of farm machinery on

should be the same width as the track and the

crushable material (such as sand, pumice,

them, minimise wetting by irrigators and avoid

track should widen as it reaches the cow shed.

limestone, sandstone etc) rather than coarse

using them as stand-off pads in wet weather.

PALMERSTON NORTH 06 356 5011
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Annual
Size and
Farmers Night condition
in Taumarunui targets for ewe
hoggets
Convenor S Bradley

On Monday 3rd March the
Rotary Club of Taumarunui will
be welcoming Wayne “Buck”
Shelford as their guest speaker
at the Taumarunui Cosmopolitan
Club.

The focus of the evening will be Men’s Health.
Buck Shelford has a great story to tell about
his life and we at Rotary Taumarunui know that
those who attend will not only have a fantastic
night, but will learn a great deal from Buck. We
believe Buck Shelford breathed new life into
the haka and has mana to burn! It is hoped
that many of you will come along to hear Buck
speak and take the opportunity to socialise with
our sponsors. A supper will be provided and the
bar will be open for refreshments. The Rotary
Club of Taumarunui would like to thank Totally
Vets and Merial Ancare for their sponsorship
and helping enable us to host this great event.

The management and
performance of replacement
ewes to a large extent sets the
potential and consistency of
the mixed age flock. Where
replacements are mated as
hoggets the long-term effects
can be more marked - for better
and for worse depending on their
management!

performance with increased LW, with hoggets
in the 45-50kg LW having a 20%+ scanning
advantage over hoggets mated at 35-40kg.
There were also big gains to be had by having

The summer and early autumn are critical

hoggets in BCS 3 at mating, those in the 2.5

times where the growth and body condition

and 2 BCS categories having a far lesser

of these young ewes can mean the difference

scanning performance. Our good hogget maters

between excellent scanning and lamb survival,

have always told us that it is better to set a

or mediocre results. Recent Massey University

higher mating weight cut-off, and they need

survey work has confirmed what we have

to look ‘prime’. As an aside, and although not

observed in hoggets for a number of years:

measured in this survey, we also observe better

• Minimum mating live weight (LW) targets
in ewe hoggets are key and there are gains
to be made by moving hoggets higher within

lamb survival and fewer lambing problems
where high mating LW targets are in place for
hoggets.

the 40-50kg range compared to simply

A plan for growing out big thumping ewe

being at the 40kg minimum target.

hoggets to put to the ram in 2014 really needs

• Ewe hogget body condition score (BCS)
matters as much as straight LW.

to have started last autumn, but knowing
that there are advantages in moving them up
the scale in the 40-50kg weight range may

The 2012 ewe hogget survey involved over

influence some of your feeding priorities, lamb

See you on the 3rd March … tickets selling

9000 hoggets on seven commercial farms.

selling decisions and the ultimate cut-off

now!

There was a near linear increase in scanning

mating weight in the coming months.

Update on
Theileria

Our advice remains the same … be mindful

By reducing the number of ticks the chance

of properties that cattle have come from if

of spreading the disease by wildlife such as

buying stock from out of the area. Ask about

rabbits, deer etc will also be reduced.

Barny Askin

accordingly. Inspecting and treating for ticks

The stress of calving appeared to be a major

as part of a quarantine procedure would be

trigger factor in some of the cases seen in the

Following the spread of Theileria
throughout the upper part of the
North Island we have remained
vigilant for any signs of the
disease that has not yet been
seen in our area.
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Ginny Dodunski

the history of any properties of origin and act

wise but bear in mind that cattle treated for
ticks potentially still carry the parasite in
their bloodstream. Consequently controlling
ticks on your own property is important as

second half of 2013. For those of you autumn
calving this may be a risky period so be on
the lookout for clinical signs such as anaemia,

Theileria requires ticks as an integral part of

lethargy, non-responsive metabolic disease

its lifecycle.

etc.

Milk Quality in
the second half
of the season

A good way to benchmark your herd is to

Clinical Mastitis

check out the SmartSAMM resources at www.

Missed clinical cases contribute millions of

smartsamm.co.nz for comparisons of clinical

cells to the BMSCC and a single affected

mastitis rates and the changes in BMSCC over

cow is capable of elevating the count by

time. For example, the graph below that shows

50,000 cells/ml overnight. Early detection and

the monthly average BMSCC can be used to

treatment is required so:

benchmark your herd. There are three ranges

Greg Smith

• Monitor the BMSCC for sharp rises or

displayed; the lowest covers herds within the
target range, the middle covers herds that

We often get asked whether factors other than

require ongoing monitoring and the highest

mastitis are causing rises in the bulk milk

range herds that require action. If your herd is

somatic cell count (BMSCC) but unfortunately
the answer is mostly no. While declining milk
production does increase somatic cell count
with a higher prevalence of sub-clinical and

that the BMSCC will exceed 400,000 cells/ml

• When BMSCC spikes or clots on the filter

as long as possible this season maintaining an

increase and a greater risk of grading.

acceptable BMSCC will be an issue.

Research has shown that if cows are separated

WHAT OPTIONS ARE AVAILABLE?

into groups by infection status (either infected
Sub-clinical mastitis

increased from 83,000 cells/ml at 35 days

Wholesale treatment of sub-clinical mastitis

after calving to 160,000 cells/ml by day 285.

during lactation is not economic or effective

By comparison the infected group increased

so culling, drying-off high individual somatic

from 234,000 cells/ml to over 1,000,000

cell count (ISCC) cows early and targeted

cells/ml. This was regardless of age. So the

treatment of cows with a recent new infection

effects of stage of lactation, age, season and

are the available options. Removal from supply

various stresses on SCC are minor if the gland

of a small number of the highest ISCC makes

is uninfected.

a significant difference.

to cupping.
• Keep a record of ‘suspect’ cows for future
reference. These are cows that have had
mastitis in the last two months; have
previously had an ISCC above 500,000
cows with teat damage or lesions. When a
spike occurs or clots are detected on the
filter these cows can be checked first.
• During periods when clinical mastitis rates
are high, daily foremilk stripping should be
practiced on all the cows. When the ‘crisis’
has passed ongoing monitoring can be
achieved by stripping one quarter a day on
all the cows on a four day rotation or every

400

Take action
Monitor

300
Bulk milk SCC (cells/mL)

are detected strip check every quarter prior

cells/ml; have not milked out properly and

or not) the milk from the uninfected group

Target

quarter at least once a week. The cows will
accept this more readily than less regular
stripping.
If the rate of increase in the BMSCC is
higher than the target, your herd is already

200

100

0

don’t milk out properly at every milking.
• Watch for clots on the milk filter.

As most herd owners are intending to milk for

clinical mastitis will experience a faster rate of

• Check for swollen quarters and quarters that

sitting in the highest range then it is inevitable
during the latter part of the season.

(SCC) towards the end of the season, herds

sudden spikes.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

The monthly bulk
milk SCC curves can
be used to create
target, monitor and
“take action” zones
to help reach a season
target, of 150,000
cells/mL.

of clinical cases is high, further advice on
mastitis control is required. Totally Vets can
provide on-farm milking assessments and
data analysis to identify the key areas of
risk in your herd.

Month of Supply

TotallyVets
Photo
Competition
2014
Gaye Stein

Do you have a budding
photographer in your family?

PALMERSTON NORTH 06 356 5011

in the take action category, or the number

|

Since 2008, Totally Vets has created our own
calendar with photos taken by professional
and student photographers, as well as
being supplied by our own Totally Vets staff
members. We’ve had a wide variety of pictures
and by far the most popular have been the
ones featuring family members and pets.
This year, Totally Vets is opening up our 2015

• Entrants are to be of Primary or
Intermediate school age (years 1-8)
• Three great prizes will be up for grabs, with
the top prize winner taking home a camera
• Photos are to be farm or animal themed to
be in-to-win
• The competition will be open from 1 March
to 30 September 2013

calendar photography to our clients. Details

More details will follow in our March

are still being finalised but here are some

newsletter and will also be published on our

main points:

website.
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