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Micro-chipping
horses

MARCH 2011

(only dogs), but you can register your horse’s
particulars and micro-chip number in the
NZ Companion Animal Register for a cost
of $20.50. This register is checked for owner
details if a lost animal is found with a chip

Lucy Cahill

implanted.

Meet your vet;
Lucy Cahill
Lucy, a former ski-instructor
at Cardrona and Turoa ski
fields traded the slopes to
become a third generation
vet, graduating from Massey
University two years ago.
Lucy has been with us at
TVL since then and quickly
settled into life as a busy
equine vet.

Although every Thoroughbred
foal must now have a micro-chip
implanted (usually at branding
time) not many sport-horses in
NZ are chipped.

It has recently been brought to public

A micro-chip is about the size of a grain

cases, a recorded microchip number could

of rice and is implanted after shaving and

help to prove that a particular horse is in-fact

sterilising a small square of hair under the

yours. You will be provided with a copy of your

mane. This area is used as the dense nature

horse’s number and we can also keep a record

of the nuchal ligament minimizes the chances

of it in the vet clinic computer system if you

of the microchip “migrating”. The chip is

request that we do so.

implanted via a syringe and needle and is the
same size as chips used on cats and dogs.

attention that there are increasing numbers
of horses being stolen in New Zealand.
While a horse’s coat can be dyed or brands
modified, a microchip is impossible to alter
and exceptionally difficult to remove. In these

If you would like to have your horse microchipped, please call or drop in to make an

Each chip carries a unique 15 digit code.

appointment. We can also perform dentals,

In Thoroughbreds a record of these numbers

health checks and update vaccinations at

is kept by NZTR. The City Council does not

the same time, so you are all ready to go

currently log the chip numbers of horses

for the new season.

She lives with her partner Dan in a workin-progress house, makes an awesome
morning tea - hope you get to try some
occasionally Dan - and is never far away
from a Diet Coke!
Those of you who have met Lucy will
know that she has a passion for horses
both at work and at home. She owns
two ex-racehorses Pete and Benny, and
schools horses and ponies for others.
Lucy is still a keen skier, hoping to
manage another heli-ski trip in the
near future and has enjoyed trading the
mountain for the lake, waterskiing this
summer.
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From the horse’s mouth
Errol (manager of Marsh Racing
in Woodville) and Jenny Ireland
were the talk of the local racing
community after their big win
with Lotto’s winning wheel!
They spun and won in Wellington on the
12th of February, leaving with an extra
$100 000 in their pockets. On the shopping
Photo Manawatu Standard

Respiratory
Disease in
Performance
Horses
Margaret Leyland

Respiration can be defined
as the process that enables
animals to exchange carbon
dioxide, the primary product of
cellular energy production, for
fresh air i.e. breathing.
The anatomical structures involved are
known as the respiratory tract, and can be
divided into upper respiratory tract (URT)

list is a campervan and a family holiday.

from one or both nostrils, coughing, poor
performance and slow recovery after exercise.
Obstructions tend to cause turbulence in the
airflow, which may be heard at rest or by
the rider during exercise. Different problems
result in characteristic noises. For example,
dorsal displacement of the soft palate
(DDSP) tends to cause a gurgling noise
along with the horse pulling up suddenly;
whereas horses with laryngeal weakness are
known as “roarers” due to the characteristic
noise produced.

pharynx (throat), larynx (voicebox) and
trachea (windpipe). Structures within the
chest are known as the LRT. The trachea
branches, forming smaller and smaller tubes
to take air to all parts of the lungs where gas
exchange occurs.
The volume of air breathed in and out at rest
needs to increase up to fiftyfold during heavy
exercise to supply the oxygen required by the
muscles. The respiratory tract of the horse
has many adaptations to make this possible,
but what are the signs that something is
wrong?
Signs of respiratory tract disease include
abnormal respiratory noise, discharge

The Karaka yearling sales have
been and gone for another year.
Of the 1622 horses in the sale catalogue, 1049
horses were sold during the 7 day sale, for a
total of $88,084,250. Overall, this was a 6%

A thorough history and clinical exam will
help to narrow down the possible causes.
If the problem is intermittent, a diary can
be helpful to isolate causative factors. A
rebreathing bag may be used by your vet.
Unfortunately we can’t ask the horse to take
deep breaths so a large bag is placed over
the horse’s nose so that he rebreathes the
same air. The build-up of carbon dioxide will
make the horse take deep breaths and subtle
abnormal lung sounds may become apparent.
URT problems are usually best further

Nasal discharge from one nostril (check that
it is always the same nostril) usually suggests
a problem of the nasal passage on the same
side. Common causes include tooth root
abscesses, sinusitis, or ethmoid haematoma
(a type of tumour). If nasal discharge is
coming from both nostrils, it usually means
the problem originates lower down the tract,
i.e. between the throat and the lungs.

investigated by endoscopy - a flexible camera

The type of discharge also gives an indication
of the cause of the problem. Thick yellow
discharge is often associated with bacterial
infection, although infection may not be
the primary cause. Bloody discharge can be
caused by trauma, ethmoid haematomas or
exercise induced pulmonary haemorrhage
(EIPH “bleeders”). Watery or white
discharge may be seen in horses with
inflammatory airway diseases.

observe the horse at work, and endoscopy

Coughing has many possible causes. Probably
the most common is a reaction to dust or
other allergens such as pollen. Never feed
dusty or mouldy feed or hay. Viral infections
including EHV-1 and EHV-4 (equine herpes
virus) can be a factor. See Anita’s aricle on
the next page for more information.

respiratory conditions is getting an accurate

and lower respiratory tract (LRT). The URT
consists of the nostrils, nasal passages,

Congratulations Errol and Jenny, couldn’t have
gone to nicer, more deserving people.They are
pictured left with their modified hearse, with a
stereo system built into a coffin and neon lights.

is passed along the respiratory tract via
the nostrils and many abnormalities can be
visualised this way, or trails of discharge can
be followed back to find the origin. Samples
may also be collected from the airways, for
laboratory analysis. The types of cells present
can give more clues towards a diagnosis.
In some cases, it may be necessary to
on a treadmill may allow visualisation of a
problem that only occurs during exercise.
Treadmill endoscopy is available at Massey.
Radiography may be useful, particularly to
visualise the internal structures of the head
such as sinuses and tooth roots.
TREATMENT:
The key to successful treatment of
diagnosis. Different problems require very
different solutions ranging from minor
management changes such as soaking hay,
instigating a vaccination programme for
EHV, to surgery for some of the mechanical
URT problems.

decrease on the 2010 total. A strong Australian
presence again this year was apparent amongst
buyers. Although the general consensus was that it
was not easy selling, some pleasing sales were seen
from our local vendors, with Manawatu buyers also
reporting some good purchases. With the sales and
breeding season all but over, the studs will now be into
weaning and branding, the start of preparations for
next crop!
We have had a recent peak in the numbers of mares
at the clinic for artificial insemination, both fresh
and frozen. A reminder that we can offer you this
service from our Palmerston North clinic where we
have facilities to make the process as safe as possible

for your mare and everyone else involved. If you are
contemplating breeding your mare next season, it is
best to contact us well in advance to ensure we can fit
your mare in when it suits you best. We recommend
you make an early start in the breeding season for the
best chance of a positive outcome.
A reminder about drenching. Autumn and spring are
the two times of the year that we recommend you
treat your horses for Cyathostomes, or small red
worms.These internal parasites cause issues when
they emerge en masse from their encysted state
(living in the lining of the large intestine).This causes
massive inflammation at that site and can result in
a nasty, potentially fatal diarrhoea.These parasites

can also cause colic signs. Encysted Cyathostomes
are not picked up in a faecal egg count, so routine
dosing twice yearly is recommended. Although many
drenches have a claim against this worm, Moxidectin
(in Ultramox® and Equest Plus Tape®) is the only
one with adequate efficacy against the encysted
state.There is a risk that drenching can cause a mass
emergence so ensure that you monitor your horse
closely for several days after using either of these
products.

Coughs and
Colds - Equine
Herpes Virus

good supportive care while the horse’s own

The Herpes Virus can lie dormant in the body

immune system takes control. Infected

after recovery and may re-emerge during

horses should be isolated if possible, and

times of stress such as a sudden change in

careful hygiene practices employed following

exercise or long-distance transport. This can

handling, to prevent the spread of infection

be why some horses seem to have frequently

to others. Total rest is the best approach as

recurring colds.

Anita Renes

the stress of training may prolong the course

The best method for prevention of Equine

of the disease. Anti-inflammatories can help

Herpes virus is vaccination. The vaccine does

relieve inflamation and irritation and make

not give complete protection but lessens the

the horse feel more comfortable. A course

chance of infection, decreases the severity

of immune stimulant injections may be of

of disease, and recovery occurs a lot faster.

benefit in some cases - please talk to your

Unvaccinated horses require two vaccines,

vet about these.

four weeks apart. A yearly booster is then

infections, of which the most common is

Some horses may develop a secondary

used to maintain immunity. Horses at a high

Equine Herpes Virus. Outbreaks are common

bacterial infection, usually characterized by

risk of exposure to others at shows, races,

in groups of young horses that are kept in

a thick yellow nasal discharge. This is the

or in a stud/stable situation benefit from

close proximity and the infection can spread

result of the virus compromising respiratory

booster vaccination every six months.

rapidly by nose-to-nose contact, aerosols

defences, making it easier for bacteria to

It is important to remember that coughs

(coughing) or recently contaminated feed/

invade and set up an infection. In these cases

and runny noses can also be a symptom

water troughs etc. The common signs of

the horse may require a course of antibiotics.

of many other conditions, minor or

infection are a loss of appetite, being a bit

Although most recover from viral respiratory

serious, including allergies, strangles or

off-colour or dull, a clear-cloudy runny nose

infections uneventfully, some, especially the

equine influenza. Please contact Totally

and sometimes a cough.

very young, old or debilitated, can develop

Vets if you have any concerns or would

There is no specific cure for viral respiratory

more serious complications such as bacterial

like to have your horse vaccinated against

infections and early recovery depends on

pneumonia.

Equine Herpes virus.

Viral respiratory disease
is a major cause of poor
performance in horses.
Most equine coughs and colds in New
Zealand are caused by viral respiratory
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Smallblock banter
Barber’s pole
worm

Haemonchus contortus (Barber’s Pole) sucks

Many drenches have a claim to kill

blood from the fourth stomach. Infection

Haemonchus but will only eliminate

is likely to occur following heavy overnight

the current infection. These worms are

dews, or rain, during or after a hot dry spell.

continually picked up from the environment,

Greta Baynes

The amount of blood the worm eats causes

so it is recommended to treat with a product
anaemia. The signs seen include:

The hot summer and autumn
months are ideal for this blood
sucking worm to infect lambs
causing outbreaks of significant
production loss and often
sudden death.

One tag, two
tag, white tag,
blue tag?

• Ill-thrift
Diagnosis can be made by faecal egg counts,
• Pale gums

measuring blood in the faeces, larval culture

• Rapid, shallow breathing

or at post mortem.

• Lethargy

Chat to your vet about how to approach

• Collapsed or dead animals

this issue on your block.

The rules have now changed.
From now until 1st November
2011, animals being moved to
another herd or property need:
1. Primary tag: bar-coded
tag with AHB or MINDA

Greta Baynes

number (has not changed)

Historically all cattle and deer
more than one month old, being
moved to another herd or property
needed both:
1. Primary tag: bar-coded tag with AHB or
MINDA number

2. Secondary tag: brass tag, ID tag or a

herd or property, or going to slaughter must
have a RFID tag. Capital stock remaining

this but by 1 November 2014 all capital

on the farm have an exemption period until

stock must have a RFID

1st November 2014, at which time they must

Animals going directly to slaughter need only
a primary tag or a direct-to-slaughter tag.

have a RFID tag.
The requirements are similar for deer but are
delayed by a year.

born must be tagged with a RFID tag before
their first off-farm movement or within

brass tag

Any other cattle being moved to another

RFID. It is optional to use an RFID for

From the 1st November 2011, all calves

2. Secondary tag: plastic ID tag or a

that has extended protection against

Haemonchus.

Tag application must be in the middle or

180 days of birth, whichever is sooner. The

inside right ear with the female portion

Animals going directly to slaughter needed

exception is bobby calves less than 30 days

facing forward. This is to minimise tag losses.

only a primary tag or a direct-to-slaughter

old going directly to slaughter which require

The universal red applicators can be used

tag which are issued by meat processing

a direct-to-slaughter tag. Feeder calves

but the black ‘jaw insert’ where the female

companies.

moving off-farm do require RFID tags.

portion sits must be removed.

THE STEINLAGER TOTALLY VETS
CLASSIC GOLF TOURNAMENT

TOTALLY VETS
FISHING COMPETITION

Monday 14th March

Saturday 9th April

11am shotgun start

Launch from the Castlecliff boat ramp at 6am

$15 per person (conditions apply)

$15 per entry, payable on entry

Hokowhitu Golf Course, Palmerston North
Stacked Mixed Ambrose teams
9 holes or 18 holes available
Ask us for your entry forms. Entry fees can be charged to your existing Totally Vets account
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