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Understanding
flea control
Rebekah Willink

A word of warning - Totally
Vets has seen an emergence
of parvovirus, even in
dogs that have had some
vaccinations. Here are a few
simple tips to help prevent the
spread of this nasty disease.
Vaccinating your dog is the best way
to help prevent canine parvovirus
infection. Follow the vaccination protocol
as advised by your vet - vaccination
programmes may vary depending on a
variety of factors which your vet will
discuss with you.
Until your puppy is fully vaccinated - 10
days after its final puppy vaccination - do
not walk or put it down in any park or
public place, including footpaths as the
virus can live in the ground.
If your puppy develops vomiting and/
or diarrhoea seek veterinary advice
immediately. If you do need to visit the
vet clinic, ring ahead to let us know
you are coming. Our reception staff
will advise you on what to do as it may
be best to leave your dog in the car parvovirus is extremely contagious.

approximately 5-11 days. The pupae remain in this
state for anywhere between 7-184 days, waiting
for the right conditions in which to hatch into an
adult, and the cycle begins again!
STOPPING THE CYCLE
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We all know how frustrating
a flea problem can be, so here
is some information about
flea control and a few tips to
hopefully help you combat those
furiously ferocious fleas!
A FEW FLEA FACTS
• Fleas have four life stages - eggs, larvae, pupae
and the adult flea; the live adult fleas that you
see on your pet only make up 5% of the flea
population!
• Adult female fleas can lay up to 50 eggs a
day! These eggs drop off your pet into the
environment and lay dormant, ready and
waiting to hatch.
• Adult fleas can jump 150 times the length of
their bodies!
• After landing on a new “host”, it takes only 60
seconds for a flea to start feeding.
THE FLEA LIFECYCLE
After being laid by an adult, flea eggs hatch within
8-10 days, and turn into larvae. These larvae like
to hide in dark, moist areas such as deep down
in the carpet, under pet bedding, in the garden
or under the house. Once the larvae have found
an ideal hiding place, they weave themselves into
a cocoon and become pupae. This process takes

As we can’t always control external factors in
the environment, “best practice” is to use a good
quality flea control product on our pets which
will help to break the cycle in our homes. Flea
treatments should be applied as instructed on the
packaging and should be applied all year round.
While there is a slight decrease in flea population
over the winter months, it is still warm enough
for fleas to survive inside our homes and flea eggs
will still hatch. Also, make sure that you treat
all the pets in the household at the same time.
IS THE FLEA TREATMENT WORKING?
Topical flea treatments do not provide an invisible
barrier against fleas - they need to jump onto
your pet in order to be poisoned! Hence, you will
still see the occasional flea with on your pet. If
you are treating in accordance with the product’s
recommendations it is most likely that these fleas
are new ones, emerging from the environment.
Most flea products aim to kill fleas within
24 hours, before they have had a chance to
reproduce. If you are still seeing a continual
emergence of fleas it would be sensible to treat
the home environment also. This would include
washing bedding and furnishings, thoroughly
vacuuming the house and possibly using a flea
bomb.
Please do not hesitate to contact us for any
further advice on flea control and the best
product for your particular situation - we will
be happy to help.

Parvovirus can be spread on shoes and
clothing so if you or your dog has been
exposed it is important to take extra care
with cleaning and disinfecting.
Please contact the Feilding branch for
further information or advice.
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PICK OF THE LITTER
®

Dogit Mind
Games

with your dog’s natural hunting instincts,
Dogit® Mind Games provides your dog with a
fun, engaging experience that challenges both
their physical and mental abilities. Dogit® Mind
Games is three games in one, each designed
to encourage your dog’s problem-solving skills
while promoting bonding and playtime with your

Maine Coon
- The Gentle
Giant

The new interactive smart toy
that focuses attention and energy
and helps reduce hyperactivity!

pet. Remember, this toy is meant for you and

Physical exercise and mental stimulation are

Dogit® Mind Games is available at Totally

important for your dog’s wellbeing. Working

Vets Feilding for just $40!

The most common colour is brown tabby but

Maine Coons are affectionate and

(apart from some breed standards) they can

loyal family members who get on well

generally be any colour that other cats are and

with children and dogs, but they are

the coat can be long or medium in length. They

independent and cautious and not

have adapted to living in harsh winter climates

considered a “lap cat.” They are an

by developing dense water-resistant fur,

intelligent breed so can be trained and are

however the undercoat is light which makes
Helen Ryan

The Maine Coon is native to the
state of Maine, North America
and is one of their oldest breeds.

it self-maintaining, requiring very little
grooming.
The coat is shorter on the head and shoulders
and longer on the stomach and flank and,
along with a long bushy tail, this is ideal

Many theories surround the Maine Coon’s

protection from the cold snow. With this in

ancestral origins but it is generally thought

mind it is not surprising that many have a

that they were introduced to the short-haired

fascination with water.

domestic population via ships, by English
seafarers or Vikings.

They are generally a healthy and hardy breed
but they do have a predisposition to the heart

Maine Coons are one of the largest breeds of

disease feline hypertrophic cardiomyopathy

domestic cat. They have a large bone structure

(HCM). This is a progressive disease that

with a rectangular, muscular body shape. They

can result in heart failure, paralysis of the

are tall and long, with males weighing between

hind legs due to a blood clot from the heart

6.8 and 11 kilograms and females between

and sudden death. Hip dysplasia can also be

4.5 and 6.8 kilograms. Due to their size they

a problem occurring more commonly in the

mature slowly and their full potential is not

larger big-boned males. However this is not

normally reached until they are 3-4 years old.

seen to the same degree as it is in dogs.

your pet to play together - do not leave your
pet unattended with the toy as it contains small
parts that might get eaten!

known for “talking back” to their owners.

Feeding your
pregnant bitch
and weaning her
puppies
Eliza Trembath

During the last four weeks of
pregnancy, your bitch should
be fed solely on a good quality
complete and balanced puppy
food which should be tailored
to either small or medium-sized
breeds.
If your pregnant bitch is a small (10kg or less)
or medium-breed (between 10-25kg), feed her
a puppy food that matches her breed size.
If you have a large-breed dog (25kg or greater)
you should feed her a medium-breed puppy
food as this actually contains higher amounts
of calcium and energy than large-breed food. In
terms of quantity, the amount of food she is fed
should be increased up to one and a half times
her normal daily requirement and split into
3-4 smaller meals per day.
Once she has given birth to her litter, her daily
food requirements will increase again - up to
three times her normal daily ration will be

your lactating bitch medium-breed puppy food

should be enjoyable for both you and the

until her puppies are weaned, or longer if she is

puppies, so take it slowly. Allow the puppies to

in light condition.

walk in the food as they will then spend time

Weaning is a term used to signal the time at

cleaning each other up and getting used to the

which you start introducing solid food to your

new tastes. If food is introduced too quickly

puppies; this can begin at around 3-4 weeks

or they are allowed to eat too much, this may

of age. Introduce puppies to the complete and

upset the puppies’ tummies, which in turn can

balanced puppy food mum has been eating as

lead to diarrhoea. If this occurs, stop the food

the smell of it will be familiar and mum will

for 24 hours and then reintroduce it again

show the puppies what to do! Soak the dry

very slowly.

biscuits for 15 minutes in boiling water to
soften them, then mash with a fork. More water
can be added if required, to reach a sloppy
slurry-like consistency. Canned puppy food is
also a good starter food and can be mixed in
with the mashed biscuits.

Often, once the puppies start eating solids,
the bitch will no longer clean up after them,
so it is important to keep their living area
clean. Puppies will naturally go to the toilet
after eating so it is often best to feed them
on newspaper or outside and then allow them

At first, offer the food 1-2 times a day for a few

time to toilet before putting them back in their

days. If the puppies show no interest in the food,

crate/cage. As you would for mum, remember to

don’t worry - just try again in 2-3 days’ time.

always have a shallow bowl of fresh clean water

Once they are eating twice a day for a few days,

available for the puppies.

gradually introduce the puppies to a puppy food
which matches their breed (e.g. small, medium

Puppies can leave their mother once they are

or large). By 6 weeks of age, try to have your

over 6 weeks of age and are eating solids 3-4

puppies eating 3-4 small meals of this food a

times per day for a week. Please note that

day. Don’t force your puppies to eat; they will

there is no need to give milk to weaned puppies,

do so in their own time. If by 4-5 weeks of age

as they get all nutrients they need from a

they are still showing no interest in solid food,

complete and balanced puppy diet. Many

they may be drinking too much from their

puppies are actually allergic to the sugars

mother and not feeling hungry enough to try to

(lactose) in cows’ milk and they often get

eat. If this is the case, you should separate the

diarrhoea from drinking it.

puppies from their mother for a few hours until

If you have any questions or concerns

they are awake and hungry, and then introduce

about feeding a pregnant bitch or weaning

the food.

puppies, give us a call at the Feilding clinic

required when the puppies are three weeks old

The first few weeks of feeding puppies can

on (06) 323 6161 and we will be happy

and at the height of feeding. Continue to feed

be very messy. However, the whole experience

to help.
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CLIP

Dog and cat
grooming
service

We clip dogs to a length you specify and
according to our clipper blades. For cats, we
remove knots and trim if required. We do
not do show clips, meaning we do not clip to a
breed standard.
NAIL CLIP

Totally Vets offers a grooming
service for pet dogs and cats.
We have a purpose-built
grooming suite in which all
equipment and products are
pet-specific. Our full range of
services includes:

We include nail clipping during the groom, if
your pet requires this.
STRIP
Some terriers and long-haired dogs such as
border collies, rough-coat collies and retrievers
need this rather than clipping. We use a special
stripping comb. If the coat of such breeds is
clipped instead of stripped, it will grow back
thicker, which makes it harder to strip the next
time.

BATH
EAR PLUCK
We have a bath and shower specially designed
for dogs and we use pet-specific shampoos only.
BLOW-WAVE
We have a commercial fur-dryer which ensures
your dog goes home as dry as possible (some
dogs however don’t like the dryer around their
face and ears).

Do you know
your dog could be
costing farmers’
money?

Some breeds of dogs need ear-plucking as ears
with too much hair can become infected more
easily. This involves removing the hair from the
ear canal using fingers or tweezers.
SEDATION
Some dogs and cats can get upset and even
distressed when being groomed if they are not

cysts found throughout the meat of infected
sheep and goats. The cysts begin as small, clear
‘blisters’ within and on the surface of the meat;
over time, these calcify to become white and
gritty.

Dogs are part of the lifecycle
of a tapeworm called
Cysticercus ovis. This worm
causes ‘sheep measles’.

While they pose no risk at all to human health,
a diner slicing into a perfectly prepared NZ
French rack in a European restaurant expects
to see flawless, tender lamb - one little gritty
cyst is all it takes to ruin this experience! Thus
sheep measles are a quality and market access
issue for the entire NZ meat industry. Because
of this, meat inspectors examine carcasses
carefully, trim and downgrade any that are
affected.

Dogs become infected by ingesting infected
meat. The tapeworm releases eggs which are
found in the dog’s faeces and these infect
sheep, causing disease. Sheep measles are small

PREVENTION
If feeding sheep meat to dogs, ensure it has
been either frozen to -10°C or colder for a
minimum of seven days, or heated to at least

Greta Baynes
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used to it. In this case we may be able to lightly
sedate your pet. Please note that sedation needs
to be authorised by a vet, depends on the age
and health of your pet and will only be done if
absolutely necessary.
Our standard groom prices include a clip, nail
clip, ear pluck, bath and blow-wave. Sedation
costs are extra.
Our prices are price-range estimates. There
may be occasions where grooms cost more (e.g.
a very matted or knotty coat) or less (if you
bring your cat or dog in on a regular basis so
grooming doesn’t take as long).
Pets are groomed during the morning or early
afternoon and are required to stay here with us
for that time. Please be aware that if your pet
requires sedation he or she may need to stay
here for slightly longer, to fully recover from the
sedation before going home.
To book a grooming appointment, simply
ring or come in to see our receptionists
at the Feilding clinic and leave them your
name, contact phone number and what
you require. Diane, our lovely groomer, will
then contact you to discuss the groom and
arrange a day and time that suits you both.

72°C throughout. This will inactivate any cysts
(which would infect the dog).
Ensure dogs do not have access to raw sheep or
goat meat - bury any dead carcasses.
Most importantly, any dogs that are on farms
or have access to farms including small blocks
should be dosed for tapeworms. This can be
done by giving an all-wormer such as Drontal®
every three months, with monthly treatments
of a praziquantal wormer such as Wormicide
Tape® to target tapeworms specifically. This
will ensure your dog is free of Cysticercus ovis.
Our meat export market is important to New
Zealand. Please protect it by worming your
dogs appropriately if they are going to be
around sheep at all.
For more information, please do not hesitate
to contact us or visit the sheep measles
website - www.sheepmeasles.co.nz
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